To  THE  Chairman  and  Members 


OF  THE 

AMPTHILL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Nr.  Ladies  akd  (tentee.mex, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my  Fifteenth  Annual  Report. 

This  Report  on  the  whole  is  a satisfactory  one,  and  compares  favourably  in  most  respects  with  its 
predecessors. 

\ On  two  or  three  previous  occasions  I have  drawn  attention  to  the  diminishing  Birth  Rate,  and  this 
year  (although  not  as  low  as  1911)  is  no  exception  to  what  has  now  become  the  general  rule. 

The  population  in  the  majority  of  the  villages  has  remained  about  the  same,  but.  there  is  no  doubt 
Flilwick  has  still  further  increased  its  population  during  1912,  as  nine  houses  were  erected  in  that  Parish. 

In  regard  to  the  purely  agricultural  parishes,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  Small  Holdings  Act  has 
diminished  the  rural  exodus. 


I now  gi^-e  the  population  of  the  various  parislies  with  a comparison  of  the  two  last  censuses. 


1911 

1901 

1911 

1901 

Aspley  Guise 

1227 

1262 

+ 

15 

Lidlington 

502 

515  — 

13 

Aspley  Heath 

572 

462 

+ 

110 

Marston  Moretaine  . . 

1025 

973  + 

52 

Battlesden 

66 

72 

— 

6 

Maulden 

1101 

1147  — 

46 

ClophiU 

916 

893 

+ 

23 

Millbrook 

201 

218  — 

17 

Cranfield 

1199 

1239 

40 

Milton  Bryan 

199 

182  + 

17 

Eversholt 

609 

574 

+ 

35 

Potsgrove 

108 

114  — 

6 

FHtton 

463 

449 

+ 

14 

Pulloxhill  . . 

419 

395  + 

24 

Flitwick 

1424 

1029 

+ 

395 

Ridgmount  . . 

540 

591  — 

51 

Gravenhurst  . . 

377 

364 

+ 

13 

Salford 

136 

147  — 

11 

(TTpper  and  Lower) 

Shillington  . . 

1588 

1629  — 

41 

Harlington  . . 

609 

530 

+ 

79 

Silsoe 

561 

528  + 

33 

HaATies 

676 

746 

— 

70 

Steppingley  . . 

254 

273  — 

19 

Higham  Gobion 

76 

59 

+ 

17 

Tingrith  . . 

129 

151  — 

22 

Holcut 

49 

45 

+ 

4 

Toddington  . . 

1948 

1962  — 

14 

Houghton  Conquest. . 

53.5 

571 

— 

36 

Westoning 

494 

501  — 

7 

Husbome  Crawley  . . 

365 

397 

— 

32 

Woburn 

1122 

1129  — 

7 

The  district  is  almost  entirely  an  agricultural  one.  There  are  however  other  industries,  but  these 
are  of  a minor  character  and  employ  a small  proportion  of  the  male  inhabitants. 


The  geological  strata  are  varied  in  character.  On  the  North-west  we  have  Oxford  Clay,  which  covers 
that  portion  of  our  district  occupied  by  the  parishes  of  Houghton  Conquest,  Marston  Moretaine,  Lidlington, 
Cranfield,  Holcut,  and  Salford.  Further  South,  and  coming  into  the  District  at  Clophill,  we  have  the 
outcrop  of  the  Lower  Greensand  which  extends  to  the  extreme  West  of  our  area,  passing  through  the 
following  parishes,  viz. : Clophill,  Silsoe,  Flitwick,  Flitton,  Maulden,  Millbrook,  Steppingley,  Haynes, 
Westoning,  Eversholt,  Tingrith,  Ridgmount,  Potsgrove,  Aspley  Heath,  Aspley  Guise,  and  Woburn.  Still 
further  to  the  South  we  have  gault  which  covers  the  following  parishes,  viz.  : Shillington,  Gravenhurst, 
Higham  Gobion,  PulloxhiU,  Harlington,  Toddington,  Milton  Bryan,  and  Battlesden. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  District  will  be  divided  into  sub-districts,  viz.  ; Ampthill,  Cranfield, 
Shillington  and, Woburn. 

I shall  first  of  all  deal  with  the  total  number  of  Deaths  and  the  respective  Death  Rates  of  the  sub- 
districts, after  which  I shall  proceed  with  the  Birth  Rates. 

Death  Ratiss.— The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  entire  district  in  1912  amounted  to  270,  inclusive 
of  those  which  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  at  Ampthill  flS),  Three  Counties  Asylum  at  Arlesey  (7),  The 
County  Hospital,  Bedford  (3),  and  5 which  occurred  elsewhere. 

As  the  population  is  19,540,  it  gives  a general  Death  Rate  of  13‘8,  which  is  a decimal  point  less  than 
last  year. 


Population. 

No.  of 

Deathsj  Death  Rate. 
1912.11911.  1912. 

Phthi.sical 
Death  Kate. 
1911,  1912. 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 
1911.  1912 

Ampthill 

5,567 

80 

92  14-3 

15-1 

D7 

89 

66.6 

Cranfield  

2,726 

41 

48  15 

10-6 

•36 

55 

76.9 

Shillington  

3,518 

59 

59  17 

1 

17 

j -28 

137 

98-5 

Woburn 

7,729 

93 

1 

97  12 

12-5 

' -77 

122 

55.5 

The  Tubercular  Death  Rate  of  the  entire  District  is  '92,  which  is  exactly  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  of  the  entire  District  is  68,  which  is  considerably  less  than  last  year  when 
the  rate  w^as  104'5. 


There  have  been  in  the  wdiole  District — 

26  Deaths  under  twelve  months. 

6 ,,  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 vears. 

8 „ „ „ 5 „ 15',. 

« „ „ „ 15  „ 25  „ 

27  „ „ „ 25  „ 45  „ 

50  „ „ „ 45  „ 65  „ 

147  ,,  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65  „ 

As  usual,  over  one  half  of  the  number  of  Deaths  are  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 
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Cancer. — The  deaths  from  tliis  disease  amounted  to  31,  which  is  a considerable  increase  on  last 
year,  when  20  were  recorded.  They  are  distributed  in  the  sub-districts,  viz. ; Ampthill,  8 ; Cranfield,  6 ; 
ShiUington,  4 ; Woburn,  13. 


No  specific  cure  has  been  discovered  for  this  disease,  and  we  have  mainly  to  rely  on  early  diagnosis 
and  the  use  of  the  knife. 

As  in  previous  years,  I shall  again  give  the  soils  and  sub-soils  of  the  various  parishes  in  which  the 
cases  occurred,  also  the  ages  and  organs  of  the  persons  affected. 

(1)  Aspley  Guise — 5 cases.  Soil  is  sand  on  the  hills  and  clay  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  parish  ; 

subsoil,  clay. 

(2) .  Cyanfield — 2 cases.  Soil,  clay  ; subsoil,  clay. 

(3)  Flitwich — 1 case.  Soil,  light  gi-avel ; subsoil,  sand. 

(4)  Harlington — 1 case.  Soil,  mixed  ; subsoil,  part  clay  and  part  chalk. 

(5)  Haynes — 3 cases.  Soil,  half  clay,  half  sand ; subsoil,  sand. 

(6)  Houghton  Conquest — 1 case.  Soil,  strong  clay  ; subsoil,  part  clay  and  part  chalk. 

(7 ) Haulden — 1 case.  Soil,  part  sand,  part  clay  ; subsoil,  lower  greensand. 

''  (8)  Marston  Mcretaine — 2 cases.  Soil,  clay  ; subsoil,  clay. 

(9)  Potsgyove — 1 case.  Subsoil,  clay  and  gravel. 

(10)  Pulloxhill — 1 case.  Soil  and  subsoil,  clay. 

(Jl)  ShiUington — 3 cases.  Soil,  clay;  subsoil,  clay. 

(12)  Silsoe — 1 case.  Soil,  part  clay,  part  sand  ; subsoil,  strong  clay  and  a loamy  sand. 

(13)  Steppingley — 1 case.  Soil,  chiefly  sand;  subsoil,  sand. 

(14)  Toddington — 3 cases.  Soil,  marl  and  clay  ; subsoil,  gravel. 

(15)  Wohtirn — 3 cases.  Soil,  lower  greensand;  subsoil,  gravel. 

The  two  remaining  cases  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  District,  as  the  persons  affected  had  been 
in  the  Ampthill  IVorkhouse  and  Arlesey  Asylum  several  years  before  contracting  the  disease. 

3'he  following  were  the  organs  affected — 


Bones 

1 

Larynx  ... 

1 

Breast 

5 

Mouth  (floor  of) 

1 

Bowel 

3 

Ovary 

1 

Lip 

1 

Throat 

1 

Liver 

5 

Stomach  ... 

7 

Uterus 

3 

Inflcenza.— This  disease,  as  usual,  made  its  appearance,  but  the  type  was  of  a mild  character  as 
only  3 deaths  occurred,  and  these  were  amongst  elderly  people. 

TuberccijOSIS. — Twenty  deaths  from  this  disease  have  occurred,  which  is  an  increase  of  2 on  the 
pre\'ious  year.  In  13  of  the  above  the  lungs  were  the  organs  affected.  My  Council  have  taken  the  following 
steps  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  : — 

(a)  All  houses  where  deaths  have  occurred  are  disinfected. 

(b)  Printed  instructions  are  sent  to  all  cases. 

(c)  Pocket  spittoons  and  paper  handkerchiefs  are  given  to  all  poor  people  affected  with  the 

disease. 

(d)  The  Council  defrays  the  cost  of  examination  of  the  sputum  in  doubtful  cases. 


/ 
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There  is  every  hope  that  in  the  near  future  this  disease  will  be  seriously  grappled  with  and  an 
attempt  made  to  stamp  it  out.  Under  the  National  Insurance  Act  all  insured  persons  are  entitled  to 
Sanatorium  benefit,  but  up  to  the  present  adequate  provision  has  not  been  made  for  the  cases,  although  I 
have  no  doubt  this  will  be  done  in  time.  In  addition  to  this  the  Government  have  offered  the  County 
Councils,  County  Boroughs,  and  the  Municipal  Corporations  half  the  cost  incurred  in  treating  all  other 
cases.  I sincerely  hope  this  offer  (which  I consider  a liberal  one)  will  be  accepted  tliroughout  the  country, 
as  only  treating  a certain  section  of  the  community  is  hardly  satisfactory,  and  is  not  likely  to  lead  to  the 
absolute  eradication  of  the  disease. 

The  main  preventative  and  cnrati\'e  agent  for  this  disease  is  a liberal  supply  of  fresh  air.  I think 
people  are  now  beginning  to  recognize  the  importance  of  this,  lAit  a large  number  hold  the  antiquated  idea 
that  to  sleep  with  one’s  window  open  is  a means  of  catching  cold.  Most  of  the  cottages  have  only  trvo 
bedrooms,  and  these  are,  as  a rule,  small.  The  cubic  space  per  head  is  thus  in  many  instances  v^ery  limited, 
and  unless  the  air  can  be  frequently  renewed  the  atm(js])here  becomes  very  polluted.  Under  tlie  circumstances 
it  is  highly  necessary  that  bedroom  windows  shordd  be  kept  ojren  day  and  night,  and  the  chimneys  kept 
free,  not  blocked,  as  they  are  in  some  instances. 

Milk  being  an  important  factor  in  the  causation  of  this  disease  amongst  children,  it  is  highly 
necessary  that  all  milk  should  be  Iroiled  before  being  given  to  them.  Veterinary  authorities  inform  us  that 
about  2 per  cent,  of  milch  cows  have  tubercle  of  tlie  udder.  As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  I am 
strongly  convinced  that  a periodical  veterinary  inspection  of  milch  cows  should  be  made.  This  dut}'  could 
be  carried  out  more  economically  by  the  County  Councils. 

In  all,  36  notifications  have  been  received  in  regard  to  this  disease.  Two  of  these  do  not  belong  to 
this  district.  One  was  notified  fi'om  the  County  Hospital,  Bedford,  and  the  other  from  the  Workhouse, 
Wisbech.  The  patients  in  both  cases  came  from  the  above  Institutions  to  stay  for  a few  days  in  this  District, 
but  were  not  regular  residents.  Seven  out  of  the  above  cases  had  an  hereditary  tendency  to  the  disease 
through  either  the  father  or  the  mother,  and  eleven  deaths  occurred  amongst  those  notified  this  year. 

Birth  aitd  Birth  Rates.  —The  total  number  of  Births  in  the  entire  District  was  382,  which  is  an 
increase  on  last  year,  but  is  still  very  low.  This  gives  a rate  of  19'5, 

The  Birth  and  Birth  Rates  of  each  sub-district  are  : — 


M umber  of 

Births 

Birth  liates. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

i 

Ampthill  

115 

120 

20'6 

21-5 

Crakfield 

54 

65 

19'8 

23-8 

SlIILLINGTON 

80 

71 

22-7 

20-1 

Woburn 

124 

126 

16 

16-3 

Of  the  sub-districts  Cranfield  has  the  highest  and  Woburn,  as  usual,  the  lowest.  The  latter  has  the 
extremely  low  rate  of  IG'3,  which  is  however  slightly  higher  than  last  year.  Out  of  the  total  number  of 
Births  16  were  illegitimate,  which  shows  that  out  of  every  1000  Births,  4D8  were  born  out  of  wedlock. 
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I now  come  to  the  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a satisfactory  condition  of 
things,  although  the  number  is  in  excess  of  last  year.  The  number  of  cases  notified  (exclusive  of 
Tuberculosis)  amounted  to  67.  The  satisfactory  portion  oE  my  Report  is  due  to  the  small  number  of  cases 
of  Diphflieria,  and  the  entire  absence  of  Enteric  and  Puerperal  Fevers.  In  regard  to  non-notifiable  disease 
we  have  not  been  so  fortunate. 

CiiiCKEX  Pox.  —With  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  this  disease  at  Cranfield,  which  necessitated 
the  closure  of  tlie  Infants’  School,  there  has  been  very  little  of  this  disease. 

DiruTHEUL^.  - Only  six  cases  of  this  disease  have  occurred,  and  these  are  distriubted  in  the  following 
Parishes,  xiz. : Toddington,  2,  and  single  cases  at  Flitwick,  Marston,  Steppingley,  and  Woburn.  One  case 
terminated  fatally. 

Euysipeias. — Eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Again  I remark  that  the  notification  of 
this  disease,  is  in  my  opinion,  absolutely  useless 

Ektehic  Fever. — I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  (as  I did  last  year)  that  no  cases  have  been 
brought  to  my  notice.  This  I think  speaks  well  for  the  sanitation  of  the  District. 

\ 

Weasles. — This  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  the  Schools  at  Toddington 
(both  National  and  Council),  Aspley  Heath  (Mixed  and  Infants),  and  Lower  Stondon,  were  closed  on 
account  of  it.'  As  is  well  known,  the  mortality  from  this  disease  and  the  susceptibility  to  contract  it  is 
very  much  greater  under  5 years  of  age  than  it  is  over  this  period.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
highly  necessary  that  we  should  tlo  all  in  our  power  to  postpone  its  appearance.  I consider  the  admittance 
to  school  of  children  irnder  5 years  conduces  to  the  spread  of  disease  amongst  those  who  are  most  susceptible, 
and  amongst  whom  the  mortality  is  highest.  1 therefore  think  that  nothing  short  of  the  exclusion  from 
school  of  chihlren  under  the  age  of  5 years  will  materially  help  to  diminish  the  number  of  cases  and  lessen 
the  mortality.  Idie  scholastic  education  of  children  under  5 is  unimportant,  and  they  should  be  encouraged 
to  spend  as  much  time  as  possible  in  the  open  air.  I do  not  recommend  the  notification  of  this  disease,  as 
most  of  the  mischief  is  done  prior  to  the  appearance'  of  the  rash,  the  main  symptom  by  which  the  disease 
is  diagnosed.  School  closure  seems  to  have  very  little  effect  in  stopping  the  disease,  and  this  procedure 
has  only  been  resorted  to  for  Grant  purposes. 

Mcmps. — The  only  epidemic  of  any  magnitude  was  at  Eversholt,  and  this  caused  the  closure  of  the 
Schools. 

Scarlet  Fe^'er. — The  vast  majority  of  the  notifications  occurred  in.  connection  with  this  disease. 
Fifty-three  cases  were  brought  to  mv  notice,  and  Woburn  and  Milton  Bryan  were  the  chief  parishes 
affected  ; in  addition,  cases  were  reported  from  the  following  villages,  viz. : Aspley  Guise,  Flitton,  Haynes, 
Cranfield,  Maulden,  PuUoxhiU,  and  Silsoe.  All  these  cases,  with  two  exceptions,  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
In  the  parishes  of  Woburn  and  Milton  Bryan  there  were  a few  “ return  cases,”  but  after  investigation  I do 
not  think  the  Hospital  authorities  are  in  the  least  to  blame.  It  is  very  probable,  the  majority  of  these  cases 
would  have  been  avoided  had  there  been  a Discharge  Block.  This  disease  is  now  assuming  a very  mild 
character.  I can  remember  only  one  death  having  occurred  during  the  past  14  years  in  this  District. 


Whoopixg  Cocgh. — This  disease  has  been  extremely  prevalent  during  the  year,  necessitating  the 
closure  of  the  Schools  at  the  following  places,  viz.  : Flitwick  (Infants’),  Haynes  (Mixed  and  Infants’),  Lower 
Stondon,  Marston  Shelton,  Maulden,  Millbrook,  and  Silsoe.  Four  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 
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Puerperal  Fever.  — For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred. 


Small  Pox. — As  usual,  no  case  has  occurred. 


Zymotic  Diarrhoea. — The  number  of  Deaths  which  occurred  from  this  disease  amounted  to  3,  which 
is  considerably  less  than  the  previous  year,  when  17  were  recorded.  In  1911  the  conditions  most  favourable 
to  this  complaint  were  present,  viz.  : high  temperature  and  absence  of  rain,  whereas,  in  1912  we  had  a 
state  of  things  the  exact  opposite  of  this.  There  are  other  conditions  which  conduce  to  the  spread  of  this 
disease,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  presence  of  decomposing  material  in  the  vicinity  of  human 
dwellings.  As  everyone  knows,  the  common  house-fly  spends  most  of  its  time  journeying  from  milk  jugs, 
sugar  basins,  or  other  food  receptacles,  to  refuse  heaps  outside,  and  back  again,  whilst  it  contaminates 
every  object  upon  which  it  settles.  Under  conditions  where  there  are  few  obstacles  to  these  journeyings  to 
and  fro  the  fly  danger  becomes  a very  serious  one,  as  it  is  proved  beyond  all  doubt  in  military  encampments 
that  these  small  creatures  have  been  the  means  in  transmitting  the  disease.  The  best  way  to  diminish  its 
incidence  is  to  remove  all  organic  matter  from  the  vicinity  of  houses  as  soon  as  possible,  and  keep  all 
articles  of  consumption  covered  up,  especially  in  the  summer  and  early  autumn. 


The  following  Notifications  (exclusive  of  Phthisis)  under  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act 
have  been  received  ; — 


f Diphtheria 21 

Ampthill  Erysipelas  1 ^ 11 

( Scarlet  Fever...  8) 


Shillington 


Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever  ... 


1 

6 


7 


i Diphtheria  

Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever  ... 


lie 

1) 


( Diphtheria  S'! 

Woburn  } Erysipelas  2 ;•  43 

( Scarlet  Fever  ...  38) 


I now  mass  the  cases  of  the  entire  District  together  and  give  the  seasons  of  the  year 
occurred : — 


in  which  they 


Ist  Three  Months. 

2nd  Thrse  Months. 

3rd  Three  Months. 

4th  Three  Months. 

Diphtheria  3 

Erysipelas  1 

Scarlet  Fever  24 

Erysipelas  1 

Scarlet  Fever  1 6 

Diphtheria  2 

Erysipelas  2 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Diphtheria  1 

Erysipelas  4 

Scarlet  Fever  9 

28 

16 

9 

14 

7 


As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  disinfectants  and  printed  instructions  are  supplied  gratuitously 
in  all  cases  of  Infectious  Notifiable  Disease,  and  at  the  end  of  the  illness  the  rooms  which  the  patient 
occupied  jire  thoroughly  disinfected  with  Formic  Aldehyde,  free  of  charge.  If  the  patient  is  removed  to 
Hospital  the  house  is  disinfected  immediately  after  the  removal.  In  addition  to  the  above,  houses  where 
deaths  have  occurred  from  Cancer  and  Phthisis  are  disinfected.  The  precaiitions  which  are  taken  in  regard 
to  the  latter  disease  have  been  previously  mentioned  in  this  Report.  All  Schools  are  disinfected  should  they 
be  considered  a factor  in  the  spread  of  disease,  either  notifiable  or  non-notifiable.  The  cost  of  this  is 
refunded  by  the  County  Council.  In  regard  to  Diphtheria,  the  Council  defray  the  cost  of  Antitoxin  when 
used  as  a prophylactic,  in  all  cases.  d'hey  also  undertake  the  cost  when  used  as  a curative  agent  as  far  as 
concerns  poor  people,  and.  in  addition,  pay  the  medical  men  administering  same  2 ''6  if  patient  lives  within 
the  one-mile  radius,  and  1/-  extra  for  each  additional  mile  or  portion  of  a mile.  Besides  which,  they  undertake 
to  pay  for  the  examination  of  Diphtheric  Swabs,  and  Widal’s  Reaction  (for  the  detection  of  Enteric  Fever). 

The  Rainfall  is  again  included  on  account  of  its  influence  in  regal'd  to  water  supply  and  flushing  of 
sewers,  also -its  bearing  on  the  causation  of  various  diseases,  especially  affections  of  the  respiratory  organs 
and  Zymotic  Diarrhoea.  In  regard  to  the  latter  disease  this  is  well  shown  in  1911  and  1912. 


Jan. 

in. 

Feb. 

in. 

Mar. 

in. 

Apl. 

in. 

May 

in. 

June 

in. 

1 

j July 
in. 

Aug. 

in. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

in. 

Not.  I 
in.  ' 

Dec. 

in. 

3'530 

1-470 

, 2-725 

-045 

j 1-730 

I 

3-395  j 

2-96  i 

5-885 

1.930 

2-300 

2-030 

2-425 

Total  for  the  year  ...  30'425  in. 


This  is  the  second  highest  rainfall  since  I have  been  at  Shillington,  and  is  over  6 inches  above  the 
average.  The  above  was  taken  at  Shillington  with  a 5in.  gauge.  Height  above  sea  level  182  feet.  The 
above  is  fairly  typical  of  the  rainfall  over  the  entire  sanitary  area.  Rain  fell  on  182  days. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Owing  to  the  hea-^w  rainfall  there  have  been  no  complaints  in  regard  to  shortage. 

In  my  last  Report  I mentioned  that  the  water  supply  of  Aspley  Guise  and  Aspley  Heath  had  been 
completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  connections  of  the  houses  with  the  water  mains.  Most  houses  in  these 
parislies  are,  I am  glad  to  say,  now  connected. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  promised  a water  supply  to  the  parishes  of  Husborne  Crawley 
and  Ridgmount,  and  the  only  thing  left  to  be  done  is  to  connect  the  houses  with  it.  This  will  be  a great 
lx)on,  as  in  some  instances  people  had  to  go  a considerable  distance  to  fetch  water. 

A large  number  of  wells  in  this  District  have  become  polluted  owing  to  the  sides  not  having  been 
rendered  waterproof.  I again  draw  attention  to  the  importance  of  ihis  matter. 
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SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Nothing  of  very  great  importance  has  taken  place  during  the  year.  The  main  items  are  the  majority 
of  houses  in  Aspley  Guise  and  Aspley  Heath  have  become  connected  to  the  new  sewer.  In  addition,  sewers 
have  been  extended  in  the  following  parishes,  viz.  : ClophiU,  Lower  Stondon,  Shillington,  and  Toddington. 
In  some  of  the  parishes,  especially  Shillington,  there  are  several  large  open  ashpits.  These  are  always  a 
nuisance,  especially  if  situated  in  close  proximity  to  houses,  they  ought  at  once  to  be  replaced  by  sanitary 
bins. 

I see  your  Inspector  mentions  in  his  Report  on  the  parish  of  Ridgmount  that  there  are  5 houses 
having  the  insanitary  method  of  sink  waste  pails  inside  the  houses.  Needless  to  say,  this  does  not  conform 
to  Sect.  23,  Pubhc  Health  Act,  1875,  “ as  a house  with  a drain  sufficient  for  effectual  drainage.”  The  drains 
ought  at  once  to  be  taken  through  the  waU  of  the  liouse  and  the  pails  placed  outside. 

SCAVENGING. 

Public  scavenging  is  still  carried  out  at  Toddington,  and  full  details  are  given  in  the  Inspector’s 
Report.  On  previous  occasions  I have  mentioned  that  the  parishes  of  Cranfield  and  Marston  Moretaine 
would  be  improved  by  a system  of  scavenging.  Although  I think  it  Avould  be  an  improvement  there  is  not 
the  same  need  as  there  was,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  small  holdings  and  allotments  that  have  been 
added  to  the  parishes  during  the  last  few  years.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  parish  of 
Flitwick  if  a system  of  scavenging  was  adopted,  and  I hope  the  matter  will  receive  their  consideration. 

The  following  pennissive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  this  Distilct : — 

Infections  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Building  Bye-laws  in  respect  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885.* 

Bye-laws  in  regard  to  Slaughter-houses  for  the  following  parishes,  viz.  : Aspley  Guise, 
Aspley  Heath,  Cranfield,  Flitwick,  Marston  Moretaine,  Pulloxhill,  Shillington,  and 
Toddington.  A new  series  of  Bye-laws  in  regard  to  Slaughter-houses  has  been 
introduced  during  the  year,  including  additional  parishes  to  those  where  Bye-laws 
were  in  force  before.  The  new  provisions  inserted  are  for  the  preventir-n  of  cruelty 
to  animals  about  to  be  slaughtered. 

SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  the  only  thing  of  note  in  connection  with  Schools  lias  been  the  transference  of  the 
School  at  Gravenhurst  by  the-Vicar  oLthafc.pa#ieh  to  the  County  Council.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  body  will 
soon  undertake  the  necessary  alterations  which  have  been  pending  for  so  many  years.  With  the  exception 
of  the  above,  there  is  very  little  to  note,  as  the  majority  of  the  Schools  are  in  very  good  order,  thanks  to  the 
County  Council. 


NUISANCES. 

The  total  number  unearthed  is  720,  which  seems  to  compare  unfavourably  with  533  of  the  previous 
year,  but  as  more  than  twice  the  number  of  houses  were  inspected  the  result  is  more  satisfactory  than  it 
looks. 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

The  following  10  parishes  have  been  inspected,  viz.  : Aspley  Heath,  Aspley  Guise,  Harlingtou) 
Husborne  Crawley,  Holcut,  Eversholt,  Milton  Bryan,  Ridgmount,  Salford,  and  Tingrith.  In  the  majority 
of  the  parishes  a considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  during  the  year.  The  number  of  parishes 
inspected  has  been  in  excess  of  any  previous  12  months. 
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During  tlie  j^ear  plans  have  been  received  for  42  houses,  which  is  a slight  increase  on  last  year. 

Your  Inspector  has  spent  a considerable  amount  of  time  in  connection  with  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  and  as  a result  the  large  number  of  1361  houses  have  been  inspected.  The  crux  in  regard 
to  housing  in  rural  districts  is  the  impossibility  of  erecting  suitable  houses  which  can  be  let  at  a rental 
which  the  agricultural  labourer  is  able  to  pay.  The  wages  of  the  agricultural  labourer  in  this  District  is  in 
most  cases  about  14/-,  and  2/-  a week  is  as  much  as  he  is  able  to  pay  in  rent.  No  great  reform  in  rural 
housing  can  take  place  until  the  problem  of  work  and  wages  has  been  satisfactorily  solved.  Until  this 
matter  is  settled  the  principle  of  State  Grants  embodied  in  the  Irish  Labourers’  Act  should  be  introduced 
into  English  housing  legislation. 


Administration,  of  the  Factories  and,  Workshops  Act,  1901,  for  the  year  1912. 


As  very  little  change  has  taken  place  daring  the  past  twelve  months  this  portion  of  my  Report  will 
be  almost  identical  with  that  of  1911. 

FACTORIES. 

The  Powage  Printing  Works  is  the  chief  factory  in  the  District,  but  two  straw  hat  factories  employing 
several  hands  have  been  started  at  Flitwick,  Maulden,  and  Toddington.  The  sanitary  conveniences  are 
satisfactory  and  sufficient  in  number.  In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  others  employing  for  the  most 
part  3 or  4 hands,  and  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Aspley  Guise,  Clophill,  Eversholt,  Flitwick,  Harhngton, 
Holcut,  Ridgmount,  Toddington,  Shillington,  and  Woburn. 

DOMESTIC  WORKSHOPS. 

One  only,  and  that  at  Pulloxhill.  Printing  is  the  industry.  No  sanitary  defects,  and  the  condition 
of  the  premises  is  as  usual  very  good. 

WORKSHOPS. 

The  main  workshops  in  the  District  are  bakehouses,  slaughter-houses,  dairies,  and  houses  where  hat- 
sewing and  dressmaking  am  carried  on. 

Bakehouses.-  - We  have  49  of  these  (the  same  as  last  year),  and  one  or  more  of  these  are  situated  in 
the  following  parishes,  viz.  : Aspley  Guise,  Aspley  Heath,  Clophill,  Cranfield,  Eversholt,  Flitwick 
Gravenhurst,  Harlington,  Haynes,  Houghton  (Ynquest,  Husborne  Crawley,  Marston  Moretaine,  Maulden' 
Pulloxhill,  Ridgmount,  Shillington,  Silsoe,  Toddington.  Westoning,  and  Woburn.  As  usual,  the  majority 
of  these  premises  are  kept  in  a very  clean  state. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  are  37  in  number,  being  a decrease  of  one  on  last  year.  They  are 
situated  in  the  same  parishes  as  the  above,  with  the  exception  of  Harlington  and  Westoning.  There  has 
been  a gradual  improvement  all  round,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  floors,  there  is  not  much  fault  to  be 
found. 


Dairies  where  Butter  ahd  Cheesemaking  are  carried  on.— This  is  the  only  class  of  dairy  which 
is  classified  as  a workshop  Very  little  fault  is  to  be  found  with  these  premises  from  a sanitary  point  of 
view. 
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Hat-Sewing. — This  is  an  industry  which  is  carried  on  for  a brief  portion  of  the  year,  viz.  : the  late 
winter  and  spring,  and  the  number  employed  is  slightly  less  than  last  year.  Workshops  where  this 
industry  is  carried  on  are  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Clophill,  Flitton,  Maulden,  Toddington,  and  Westoning. 
They  are  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  Luton  trade.  This  work  is  necessarily  cleanly,  and  no  fault  is 
to  be  found  with  the  premises. 

Dressmaking. — This  industry  is  carried  on  in  the  following  parishes,  viz.  : Aspley  Guise,  Flitwick, 
ShiUington,  Toddington,  and  Woburn.  The  premises  where  this  industry  is  carried  on  are  satisfactory. 

OUTWORKERS. 

These  houses  are  not  systematically  inspected.  The  industry  mainly  concerned  is  hat-sewing. 
The  workers  reside  for  the  most  part  in  the  parishes  of  Clophill,  Flitwick,  Maulden,  Marston  Moretaine, 
PuUoxhiU,  Toddington,  and  Westoning. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Rey Illations  under  Section  17. 

I herewith  give  the  information  required  under  the  Regulations  of  the  above  Act. 


Number  of  houses  disinfectad  ...  ...  ...  ...  1361 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  5 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  recommended  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  repaired  after  Closing  Order  ...  ...  2 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist — Dilapidations. 


The  housing  accommodation  has  improved  during  the  year,  but  there  are  still  a number  of  houses 
in  some  of  the  villages  which  ought  to  be  condemned,  but  as  there  is  a dearth  of  dwellings  we  have  to  do 
the  best  with  what  we  have.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  erected  several  roomy  substantial  cottages 
at  Ridgmount,  and'^ll  enable  us  in  time  to  demolish  some  very  poor  houses  at  the  lower  part  of  the  village. 
Several  new  house^ave  been  erected  at  Flitwick  and  Marston  Moretaine. 


VACCINATION. 


I will  now  give  the  Births  and  Vaccinations  of  each  sub-district. 


Births. 

Vaccinati 

Amptliill 

120 

17 

Cranfield 

65 

16 

ShiUington 

71 

13 

Woburn 

126 

68 

This  gives  a percentage  of  29'3,  which  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  District.  The  Woburn 
sub-district,  as  usual,  has  much  the  highest  proportion  of  vaccinations.  The  low  percentage  I attribute  to 
the  complete  immunity  this  district  has  had  from  Small-pox  for  several  years,  and  thus  the  people  do  not 
see  the  necessity  for  vaccination.  There  is  always  a prejudice  against  vaccination,  and  this  is  fostered  by 
people  who  have  no  scientific  knowledge  of  the  good  effects.  In  addition  to  this,  recent  legislation  has 
made  it  easier  to  obtain  Exemption  Certificates. 
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HOSPITAIi  ACCOMMODATION. 

Small-Pox  Hospital. — We  have  not  had  occasion  to  use  the  Hospital,  as  no  case  of  this  disease  has 
occurred  in  the  District. 

Hospital  for  Diphtheria,  Enteric,  and  Scarlet  Fevers. — Dr.  Langham  Garner,  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  this  Institution  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  account  concerning  its 
administration. 

“ In  comparison  with  previous  years,  the  work  done  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  much  greater,  for 
not  only  were  many  more  cases  treated,  but  the  type  of  disease  was  more  severe.  At  no  period  during 
1912  was  the  Hospital  empty,  and  with  the  following  exceptions,  when  the  Diphtheria  Wards  were  closed, 
viz. : Feb.  17,  March  11,  June  6,  July  9,  Nov.  23,  and  Nov.  29,  both  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  Blocks 
were  in  constant  use. 

Sc^ARLET  Fetor. — 51  cases  ; 50  being  from  the  Rural  District,  and  1 from  AmpthiU.  2 parishes 
supplied  most  of  the  rural  cases,  viz. : Milton  Bryan,  21,  and  Woburn  16,  the  remainder  coming  from 
Mauldeu  (1),  Haynes  (3),  Flitton  (1),  Silsoe  (6),  Flitwick  (Ij,  and  Pulloxhill  (1).  The  admissions  were 
chiefly  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  (37  out  of  51)  Complications  were  adenitis  (4),  mastoid  abscess 
(1),  rhenmatism  (1\  and  several  cases  of  Otorrhoea  and  Rhinitis.  As  I have  stated  in  previous  years,  no 
case  is  ever  discharged  until  desquamation  has  ceased,  or  so  l@ng  as  there  is  any  sign  of  aural  or  nasal 
discharge. 

Diphtheria. — 24  cases.  Only  5 of  these  came  from  the  Rural  District,  viz. : 1 each  from  Toddington, 
Woburn,  Flitwick,  Haynes,  and  Steppingley,  the  remaining  19  coming  from  AmpthiU.  Many  of  these 
patients  were  very  seriously  iU,  especially  5 who  developed  Paralysis,  but  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  in  every  case  complete  recovery  took  place. 

Last  April  the  senior  Nurse,  Miss  Hopps,  left  after  being  at  the  Hospital  for  5 years,  and  I should 
like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  way  in  which  she  carried  out  her  duties  while  with  us.” 


A steady  improvement  in  sanitation  has  taken  place  during  the  past  twelve  fnonths,  and  this  is 
mainly  due  to  the  large  amount  of  house-to-house  inspection  work  carried  out  by  your  Inspector. 


Acreage  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  68,195.  Census  Population,  19,540.  Density  of 
Population,  1 person  to  3‘5  acres. 


I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 


Fel.  <^th,  1913. 


KILHAM  ROBERTS,  M.O.H. 
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Ampthill  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sa?iitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  igi2. 


The  tabulated  statement  given  below  shows  the  number  and  variety  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
These  exceed  the  number  in  any  previous  Report,  and  the  total  number  of  premises  inspected  is  over  50  per 
cent,  in  excess  of  last  year,  which  is  the  highest  on  record,  in  fact  there  has  been  a large  increase  of  detail 
work,  which  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  but  at  the  same  time,  the 
number  of  complaints  received  is  lower  than  any  previous  year  on  record.  I have  been  enabled  to  carry 
out  this  large  amount  of  extra  work  by  the  use  of  my  motor  bicycle.  The  number  of  notices  served  is 
much  in  excess  of  any  previous  year,  but  there  have  been  no  prosecutions,  and  the  owners  have  generally 
been  willing  to  carry  out  the  work  required.  The  number  of  new  houses  which  have  received  Water 
Certificates  is  the  lowest  since  1894). 


There  is  a large  increase  of  disinfections  after  Infectious  Disease,  Consumption,  and  Cancer  over 
last  year. 

Summary  of  defects  and  other  matters  ; — 


1 . Nuisances  caused  by  Defective  and  Insufficient  Closets  88 

2.  ,,  ,,  „ Ashpits  .* 16 

3.  „ ,,  „ Drains  118 

4.  „ ,,  „ Urinals  5 

5.  ,,  Damp  Premises  and  Spouting  required  to  Eaves  29 

6.  „ Accumulation  of  Offensive  Matter  18 

7.  ,,  Overcrowding 6 

8.  „ Defective  and  Insanitary  Pigsties  and  Fowl-houses  10 

9.  ,,  ,,  Yard  Pavings 14 

10.  Dwellings  requiring  Cleansing  and  Limewashing 43 

11.  „ ,,  repairs  to  Structure  158 

12.  ,,  with  Defective  or  Insufficient  Water  Supply  32 

13.  ,,  with  Insufficient  Light  and  Ventilation  14 

14.  New  Houses  received  Water  Certificates  14 

15.  Samples  of  Water  Tested 32 

16.  Rooms  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  64 

17.  „ Phthisis  24 

18.  „ Cancer  24 

19.  Schools  Disinfected  15 

Total 724 


The  above  724  cases  were  approximately  in  connection  with  749  premises. 
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Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  various  Sections  and  Acts 23 


Informal  Notices  524 

Complaints  received 34 

Proceedings  taken  0 


PAROCHIAL  WORK. 

Sevtj!ACtE. — There  are  A'ery  few  houses  in  Aspley  Guise  and  Aspley  Heath  that  are  not  connected  to 
the  new  sewers,  and  the  owners  have  received  notices  to  connect  up  the  remaining  ones  as  the  result  of  the 
IIouse-to-1  louse  inspections  of  the  parishes.  The  outfalls  of  the  sewers  have  been  extended — below  the 
pond,  'roddington,  at  Charlton,  'I'oddington  ; Back  Street,  Clophill,  and  Lower  Stondon,  Shillington.  Old 
slop  water  sewer's  have  been  relaid  with  glazed  socket  pipes  in  Church  Street,  Lidlington,  and  Mill  Lane, 
Shillington..  Additional  ventilating  pipes  have  been  erected  in  PuUoxhill,  and  Harlington.  The  existing 
slop  water  sewers  have  been  extended  in  Sundon  Road,  Harlington,  and  Billingsgate,  Shillington. 

Sc.rvEXGiXG.— Public  Scavenging  has  been  carried  out  in  Toddington,  but  not  in  any  other  parish, 
below  £^re  particulars  of  the  work  ; — 


1912 

1911 

Ashpits  

275 

252 

Ashbins  and  Boxes 

4914 

4470 

Closet  Pails 

18200 

16966 

Closet  Vaults  

260 

292 

Cesspools 

23 

21 

23673 

22001 

To  total  cost  has  been  : — 


Labour £80  5 0 

Establishment  Expenses  7 8 9 


£87  13  9 


The  average  cost  per  week  is  £1  13  8f  against  £1  13  3f  in  191 1. 


There  is  a further  diminution  of  the  closet  vaults  and  a corresponding  increase  in  the  pails.  I am 
now  making  a House-to-House  Inspection  of  the  parish,  after  which  I hope  there  will  be  a further  decrease 
in  the  vaults. 

Water  Scpplt. — Owing  to  the  wet  summer,  the  water  supply  has  been  ample,  but  the  heavy  rains 
are  apt  to  pollute  the  shallow  wells.  There  are  not  many  houses  left  in  Aspley  Guise  and  Aspley  Heath 
unconnected  to  the  water  mains.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  has  provided  a supply  to  the  parishes  of  Husborne 
Crawley  and  Ridgmount,  but  it  is  not  yet  in  operation. 
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HOUSE-TO-BOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 

The  following  ten  parishes  have  been  inspected,  and  the  nsual  details  entered  in  the  House-to-House 
Inspection  books : — Harlington,  Aspley  Heath,  Eversholt,  Holcut,  Salford,  Milton  Bryan,  Tingrith, 
Husborne  Crawley,  Ridgmount,  and  Aspley  Guise.  The  parish  of  Toddington  is  now  in  the  course  of 
inspection.  The  following  have  been  re-inspected  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  required  work  has  been  done  ; 
Haynes,  Harlington,  Potsgrove,  Battlesdeii,  Eversholt,  Husborne  Crawley,  Tingrith,  Holcut,  Salford  and 
Milton  Bryan.  This  is  very  much  in  excess  of  the  House-to-House  Inspections  of  any  previous  year,  and 
is  in  a great  measure  due  to  the  fact  that  I have  used  my  motor  bicycle  and  sidecar,  taking  Mr.  Gill  with 
me  to  assist  in  the  work. 


The  following  are  a few  of  the  extracts  from  the  Reports  to  the  Council 

Harlington. — Premises  inspected  129.  Premises  defective  83,  and  with  no  defects  46.  The  general 
cleanliness  is  good,  and  the  structural  condition  is  very  fair.  A number  of  new  houses  have  been  built  since 
the  last  inspection,  but  there  are  still  several  rather  poor  cottages.  The  water  supply  is  good,  there  are 
no  public  wells.  There  are  two  public  sewers  having  separate  outfalls,  other  houses  are  drained  into 
cesspools  and  field  ditches.  The  sewer  in  Sundon  Road  should  be  extended  up  the  road  ('this  lias  been  done). 
The  sewers  are  all  old,  but  as  far  as  I know  are  in  a sanitary  condition,  with  the  exception  that  they  are  not 
ventilated  (ventilators  have  been  fixed).  The  closet  accommodation  is  good,  99  houses  Ijeing  provided  with 
pails,  against  30  with  vaults. 


Aspley  Heath. — 84  premises  visited  ; 30  defective.  The  general  cleanliness  and  sanitation  is  good. 
The  structural  condition  of  the  houses  is  very  good.  A great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  sanitation 
of  this  parish. 

Eversholt. — 1.59  premises  visited.  Only  2 empty  houses,  54  having  defects.  At  the  last  inspection 
92  premises  were  defective.  The  general  cleanliness  is  very  fair.  The  sanitary  and  structural  condition  is 
good.  The  closet  accommodation  is  also  good  The  water  supply  varies,  a well  should  be  sunk  in  Brook 
Lane.  There  is  a public  pump  at  Church  End.  There  is  a distinct  improvement  on  the  last  inspection, 
with  the  exception  of  the  water  supply  which  has  not  improved  very  much. 

Milton  Bryan. — 47  premises  inspected.  2 empty  houses,  and  12  having  defects.  The  water  supply 
is  good,  the  lower  part  of  the  village  Ireing  well  supplied  with  water,  but  Church  End  is  not  so  weU  supplied. 
I have  tested  a sample  of  water  from  2 wells  at  Church  End,  and  the  quality  seems  airly  satisfactory, 
though  last  summer  the  supply  failed,  and  the  water  was  then  obtained  from  a brook  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hill  towards  Eversholt.  There  are  no  public  drains  at  Church  End,  the  Council  have  provided  glazed 
gullies  to  trap  the  untrapped  openings  on  the  main  road.  The  general  sanitation,  structural  condition,  and 
closet  accommodation  is  good. 

Salford  and  Holcut. — 35  premises  have  been  inspected  in  Salford,  and  9 in  Holcut.  There  has  been 
a general  improvement  since  the  last  inspection.  The  structural  condition,  general  sanitation,  and  closet 
accommodation  is  good.  The  water  supply  is  very  fair.  The  outfalls  of  the  sewers  are  not  altogether 
satisfactory,  and  I have  called  the  agent’s  attention  to  them. 


Tingrith. — 29  premises  inspected.  The  closet  accommodation  is  good,  and  the  structural  condition 
of  the  property  very  fair.  The  water  appears  to  lie  good,  -both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity.  There  is 
a main  drain  running  along  the  High  Road  into  which  nearly  all  the  houses  are  drained. 
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ITushorne  Crawleij. — 82  preiniaes  inspected.  1 empty  cottage,  and  3 in  course  of  erection.  The 
structural  condition,  general  sanitation,  and  closet  accommodation  is  very  good.  The  drainage  on  the  whole 
is  good.  In  12  cases  I found  that  the  sink  drains  had  been  done  away  with  and  pails  provided  to  the  sinks 
inside  the  houses.  I have  asked  for  these  pails  to  be  placed  outside  with  the  waste  pipes  emptying  over 
them  in  the  external  air,  or  in  cases  where  the  cottages  are  provided  with  slop  water  drains,  for  a glazed 
trapped  gulley  to  be  provided,  the  sink  pails  are  a great  source  of  nuisance  when  placed  inside  the  dwellings. 
There  are  no  public  sewers.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  laying  water  mains  in  the  village. 

Jiidgmount. — 145  premises  inspected.  7 empty  houses,  and  8 new  ones  in  course  of  erection,  51 
premises  liaving  defects.  The  closet  accommodation  is  good.  The  structural  condition  of  the  houses  in 
the  higher  part  of  tlie  village  is  very  good,  but  the  condition  of  several  of  those  in  the  lower  part  can  only 
be  described  as  poor.  I have  reported  4 cottages  to  the  Medical  OfScer  of  Health  with  a view  to  Closing 
Orders  being  made.  There  is  one  sewer  in  Station  Road.  5 houses  have  the  insanitary  method  of  sink 
waste  pails  inside  the  houses.  The  w.ater  supply  at  present  is  only  fairly  satisfactory,  but  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  lias  laid  water  mains  in  the  village.  . 

Af^pleij  Guise. — 272  premises  inspected.  8 cottages  empty,  65  having  defects.  The  structural 
condition  of  the  houses  is  good,  and  the  general  sanitation  very  good,  nearly  every  house  is  provided  with 
an  e.dicient  drain.  Every  house  visited  has  the  Councirs  water  laid  on,  with  the  exception  of  fifteen. 

\ 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  lialf-yearly  inspections  of  the  premises  have  been  continued  as  in  former  years,  and  two 
summarised  reports  have  been  presented  to  the  Council. 

Inspections  made 275 

Cleansing  and  Whitening  required  at  32  Workshops. 

Work  to  Floors,  &c.,  required  at  9 ,, 

Ten  lists  of  Outworkers  have  been  received,  amounting  in  all  to  90  persons. 


The  Bye-laws  relating  to  slaughter-houses  have  been  extended  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
the  parishes  of  Aspley  Guise  an^  Aspley  Heath. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS, 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  my  Report  to  the  Council  in  August,  1912 ; — 
Number  of  premises  Registered  since  the  Regulations  came 


into  force  (29th  November,  1900)  210 

Number  of  premises  inspected  this  year  117 

„ defective  (Drains,  Floors  and  Cleansing)  20 

Number  of  Dairies  having  no  defects 81 

Number  of  Cowsheds  ,,  ,,  84 


15  persons  have  been  registered  during  the  year,  and  14  have  become  exempt.  The  approximate 
number  of  Cows  Milked  is  1746,  and  the  total  number  of  sheds  in  use  is  238. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


Nuisances,  &c 

Defects. 

..  720 

Premises. 

749 

House  to  House  Inspections  in  excess 
abo\e  

of 

1014 

Factories  and  Workshops 

41 

275 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  i 

117 

Total  

...  781 

2155 

Total  for  1011  

...  606 

1380 

NEW  BUILDINOS. 

Plans  have  been  received  during  the  year  for  ; — 

42  new  liouses. 

20  additions  to  existing  buildings. 

.3  factories. 

1 bakehouse. 

61  new  drainage. 

The  42  houses  are  spread  over  the  District  as  follows  ; — 

5 Aspley  Guise  4 Gravenhurst  7 Marston  Moretaine  1 Westoning 

9 Fhtwick  3 Ilusborne  Crawley  8 Ridgmount  5 Woburn 


LEONARD  FOSTER,  A.R.San.I., 

Flitwick,  Ampthill,  Beds.  Inspeetor. 

list  January,  1913. 


AMPTHILL  EUEAL  DISTEICT. 


No  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  provided. 
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AMPTHILL  EUEAL  DISTEICT. 


f legitimate,  300.  r legitimate  infants,  25 

BirtliH  in  the  year  < Deaths  in  the  yeer  } 
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DEFECTS  FOUND. 


3.— HOME  WORK. 


kattire  of  work. 


(1) 


W earing  Apparel — 

(1)  making,  &c. 

(2)  cleaning  and  -^vasking 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
FuTniture  and  Upkolstery 
Fur  pulling 
Umbrellas. . 

Paper  Bags  and  Boxes 

> Brush  making 
Stufied  Toys 
File  making 
Electro  Plate 
Cables  and  Chains 
Anchors  and  Grapnels 
Cart  Gear  . . 

Locks,  Latches  and  Kej^s 

Total 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


Lists  received  from  Employ 


Twice  in  a year. 


Lists. 

(2) 


Outworker.s. 

(3) 


Lists. 

(B 


10 


Outworkers. 

(5) 


90 


Numbers 

of 

Addresses  of 
Outworkers 
received 
from  other 
Councils. 

(6) 


30 


Occupiers 
as  to 

keepine:  or 
sending-  lists. 

(7) 


Failing  to 
keep  or  permit 
inspection 
of  lists. 

(8 


Failing 
to  send  lists. 


(8) 


Number 

of 

Inspections 

of 

Outworkers’ 

premises. 


(10) 


OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME 
TREMISES,  SECTION  108. 


Notices 

served. 


(12) 


(13) 


OUTWORK  IN  INFECTED 
PREMISES,  SECTIONS  109,  110. 


(U) 


Orders  made 
(S.  110). 


(15) 


Prosecution* 
(Sections 
109,  110). 


(16) 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories ; — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133)  ... 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  / Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Inspectors  as  remediable  under  the  i 

Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  1 Reports  fof  action  taken)  sent  to  j 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  I H.M.  Inspectors.  1 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

1 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Worshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakers ...  ...  ...  

49 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

41 

Builders ...  ...  ...  ...  

7 

Wheelyvrights  ... 

9 

Hat  Makers 

13 

Tailors 

4 

Dressmakers 

10 

Painters 

2 

Blacksmiths  

21 

Bootmakers  

2 

Carpenters  ...  

5 

Engineers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Cabinet  Makers. . . 

1 

Laundries  ...  

Butchers’  Outfitters  ” 

1 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

171 

KILHAM  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


